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What we will discuss today…

● Hospital respiratory admissions and bed capacity update

● URI Hospital admission trends

● URI ED visit trends

● Tripledemic; Concurrent viral waves

● COVID-19 Variant of Interest

● Pediatric Care Resources

● CDC Vaccine Program Ends

● 2023-2024 Viral Respiratory Vaccinations

● Education and Training

● Clinical Advisor Update



Admissions Status as of 10/11/23 (updated every Wednesday)

Colorado flu season is between October 1st and May 18th of each year.

EMResource Bed Capacity as of 10/13/23:

NICU beds available = 30%

PICU beds available = 26%

ICU beds available = 15%

Acute care beds available = 19% 



Mandatory Flu Vaccines



2022-2023 URI Season Hospital Admission Trends
●Viral trifecta noted 

between October 2022 
through mid January 
2023

●First week of 
November 2022 we 
noted the following 
rates of infection per 
100,000:

○ COVID: 8.14%
○ FLU:1.68%
○ RSV: 11.67

●A second COVID wave 
occurred in February 
2023 with the highest 
rate of 4.43

● CHTC was activated 
11/9 while all three 
were at their peak



2022-2023 URI Syndromic ED Data
● Diagnosed influenza 

accounted for the 
majority of respiratory 
related ED visits 
2022-2023

● The last week of 
November 2022 
infection rates for ED 
visits:

○ COVID: 3.29%
○ FLU:5.33%
○ RSV:1.33%

● 2023-2024 respiratory 
season has seen its 
start with an early 
peak of COVID mid 
August



“The year of the Tripledemic…again?”
● Concerns

○ Surge capacity

○ PPE

○ Medication Shortages
■ Racemic Epi
■ Amoxicillin (oral suspension)
■ Cephalosporins
■ Nebulized albuterol
■ Parenteral IV fluids of all 

presentations
■ Oral suspension Ibuprofen
■ Tamiflu
■ IM/IV Solumedrol 
■ Toradol
■ ASHP Drug Shortages

○ Transfer ability
○ Staffing

https://www.ashp.org/drug-shortages/current-shortages?loginreturnUrl=SSOCheckOnly


COVID-19: Latest & Not Greatest
Surge ability
Immune Escape
Spike P. Variations



WRAP-EM Pediatric Respiratory Virus Clinical Pathways

● Clinical guidance for respiratory care
● Just in time education and decision trees
● Evidence based pathways:

○ Pediatric ED Respiratory Triage
○ ED Heated Humidified High Flow Care 

Pathway
○ BVM for pediatrics
○ Pediatric Intubation Review and special 

considerations
○ Pediatrics RSI Medications

Just-in-Time Basic Clinical Guidance 
for Pediatric Respiratory Care

https://www.sjcphs.org/Healthcare_Providers/documents/20221130_JIT%20Basic%20Clinical%20Guidance%20for%20Pediatric%20Respiratory%20Illness%20v1b.pdf
https://www.sjcphs.org/Healthcare_Providers/documents/20221130_JIT%20Basic%20Clinical%20Guidance%20for%20Pediatric%20Respiratory%20Illness%20v1b.pdf


WRAP-EM 
Western Regional Alliance for 

Pediatric Emergency 
Management

ASPR Pediatric Center of 
Excellence



CDC COVID19 Vax Program has Ended

● 10-6-23: CDC no longer distributing CDC COVID vax cards
● Ongoing requirement to report vaccinations into CIIS
● No longer CDPHE standing administration orders
● Johnson & Johnson is no longer authorized in the U.S.
● Vaccines are ordered directly from manufacturers and company reps

○ Distribution barriers
○ Limited access from private offices
○ Limited shelf life
○ Order backlogs
○ EXPENSIVE

■ Moderna, Novavax & Pfizer $115-130 per dose, does not 
include administration fee/provider visit



3-24 Respiratory Vaccine Resources



Upcoming Education

CDC Project Firstline Partners – Online IP and EP training with CEU’s

WRAP-EM: Just in Time Pediatric Reference Guide for Adult Healthcare Providers

EMTs On the GO – Weekly email from the EMS and Trauma branch at CDPHE: webinars, 
certification courses, skills training, pediatric focus trainings (sign up form)

Best Practices for Caring for Children and Adolescents During the 2023-24 Respiratory 
Season

12-1:30PM THURSDAY 10/19, hosted by CHA, Children’s, ACEP (register here)

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/resources/videos.html
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=wrap-em.org&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93cmFwLWVtLm9yZy9pbmRleC5waHAvZGltLW1lbnUvNDAyLXdyYXAtZW0taml0LXF1aWNrLXBlZGlhdHJpYy1yZWZlcmVuY2UtZ3VpZGUtZm9yLWFkdWx0LWhlYWx0aGNhcmUtcHJvdmlkZXJzL2Rvd25sb2Fk&i=NjI5ZjljZjhiMzc0OWMxMTI0YjMwODIw&t=SzNPSVhsanE1d2VWSU85aUdCbUJ5akdVUmJCbzJ6dTF5MS9RUG5kWUl0OD0=&h=699af1f6b14545788ddbadfb122f7cc1&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVYZ2ttx2Cw7IVh26b0a6V0w04urP1RlI2uwruVGs7PX8Q
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSchvctSbHltC7VEOcpEPto8iCMJSbJJOqsKsIYze9Rga7QnSA/viewform
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZoFvv-SxTAGqPWcqXSgR3w


Clinical Advisor Resource & Update

➔ Offer clinical perspective on what is happening real time with hospital and 
emergency preparedness

➔ Clinical perspective for development of policies and procedures for state, local 
and regional level emergency preparedness

➔ Participate in educational opportunities and promote coalition efforts
➔ Clinical liaison between coalition partners and CDPHE
➔ Reviewing and updating our regions Burn Surge Annex in preparation for a 

statewide facilitated burn surg TTX in early December



Email us!

Carmen Flores: nwrhcc@nwccog.org

Olivia Scheele: oscheele@nwccog.org  

Steve Hilley: shilley@nwccog.org

Reach Out!

mailto:oscheele@nwccog.org

